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What is PTE-Academic ? 

PTE stands for the Pearson Test of English. It is also known 
as PTE-A, Pearson Test of English Academic. PTE Academic 
is a computer-based academic English language test 
aimed at non-native English speakers willing to study 
abroad. It tests Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. 
The test length is 180 minutes in total. Its results are 
widely accepted by the Universities and Colleges  
throughout the globe.  

Speaking & Writing: (77-93 minutes)  

• Read Aloud 
• Repeat Sentences 
• Describe Images 
• Re-tell  Lecture 
• Answer Short Questions 
• Summarize Written Text (10 minutes) 
• Essay (20 minutes) 



What is Read Aloud? 
  
Read Aloud is the first question type of Speaking Section 
that a test taker will face during PTE Academic Examina-
tion. Here, the test taker needs to read the given text  
loudly and clearly . Before doing so, the test taker will get 
30-40 seconds to look at the given paragraph. After       
completion of that given time, a beep will be played then 
the test taker shall start reading. But make sure that the   
recording on your computer screen is on. Marks will be   
distributed over Speaking and Reading. 
 

with Read Aloud. 
 
1.  Content 
2.  Pronunciation 
3.  Fluency 

Read Aloud 

Three things need to be considered seriously while dealing



What is Repeat Sentence? 
  
Repeat Sentences is the second question type of speaking 
section. Here, the test taker needs to repeat whatever he/
she hears on the head-set. Usually, a sentence not more 
than 14 words will be played on the head-set. Unlike read 
aloud, there will be any beep to signal. So, the test taker 
needs to keep his eyes constantly on the screen in order to 
see the recording status. Marks will be distributed over 
Speaking and Listening . 
 

 
1.  Content 
2.  Pronunciation 
3.  Fluency 

Repeat Sentence 

Three things to remember during Repeat Sentence.



What is Describe Images? 
  
Describe Image is the third question type of speaking     
section. Here, an image will be provided and the test taker 
needs to describe that provided image for 40 seconds.    
Before Speaking, the test taker will get 25 seconds to look 
at he image. The test taker will not hear any beep sound. 
So, he/she needs to be very careful, and should always 
keep their eye on the recording status on the screen. 
Marks will solely be allocated to Speaking. 
 

 
1.  Content 
2.  Pronunciation 
3.  Fluency 

Describe Image 

Three things to remember during Describe Images.



What is Retell Lecture? 
  
Re-tell  Lecture is the fourth question type of Speaking Sec-
tion. Here, 60-90 seconds long lecture will be played. After 
listening to the lecture, the test taker needs to re-tell that 
lecture for 35-40 seconds. Mark will be distributed over 
Speaking and Listening. 
 
 
 

 
1.  Content 
2.  Pronunciation 
3.  Fluency 

Re-tell Lecture 

Three things to remember during Re-tell Lecture.



What is  Answer Short Question? 
  
It is the fifth and final question type of Speaking Section. 
Here, a question will be played, and the test taker needs to 
answer the question in a word or maximum 3 words. 
Marks will be distributed over Speaking and Listening. 
 

with Answer Short Question. 
 
1.  Listen Carefully- Keep your ears open 
2.  Do not Overthink 
3.  Make your Vocabulary and Grammar stronger 

Answer Short Question 

Three things need to be considered seriously while dealing



Summarize written text: (10 minutes)  
 
What is summarize written text?  
 
A paragraph, not more that 300 words, will be given on the 
computer screen. The test taker needs to read that          
paragraph, and summarize it. The summarization needs to 
be done in a sentence within 5-75 words. The obtained 
marks will be distributed over Speaking and Writing. Time 
allocated is 10 minutes.  
 
Essay: (20 minutes)  
 
What is an essay?  
 
Here, a topic will be given on the computer screen. The 
test taker needs to write an essay on that topic. The word 
limit for the essay is 200-300 words, and the time allocated 
is 20 minutes.  

Summarize written text 
& Essay 



READING: (32-40 minutes)  
 
 Reading and writing: Fill in the blanks :  
 Multiple choice, choose multiple answer : 
 Re-order Paragraphs : 
 Reading: Fill in the blanks : 
 Multiple choice, choose single answer :  
 
 
Reading and writing: Fill in the blanks: 
 
What is Reading and writing: Fill in the blanks? 
 
A paragraph will be provided with multiple blanks in it. 
The options will be provided on the blanks themselves, 
that’s why it is also known as drop-down fill in the 
blanks. Each blank will carry 1 mark. The marks acquired 
will be distributed over Reading and Writing. 
 
 
 

 

Reading 



 
 
 
Multiple choice, choose multiple answer: 
 
What is multiple choice, choose multiple answer? 
 
A paragraph will be given on the left side of the monitor. 
On the right-hand side, a question with multiple options 
will be there. It is the question type where the test taker 
can choose more than one answer from the option. 
However, there will be negative marks too. So, the test 
taker should only choose multiple options only if they 
are confident. 
 
 
 
 
Re-order Paragraphs: 
 
What are Re-order Paragraphs? 
 
Here, multiple paragraphs will be provided on the left 
side of the computer screen. The provided paragraphs 
will not be in the correct order. The test takers need to 
transfer those paragraphs into the right side, and ensure 
those paragraphs are in correct order. Marks will be    
given on the basis of the correct pairings. 



 
 
 
 
Reading: Fill in the blanks: 
 
 
What is reading fill in the blanks? 
 
A paragraph will be provided with multiple blanks in it. 
The options will be provided at the end of the             
paragraph. The test takers need to look for the             
appropriate option and put them into their respective 
blanks, that’s why it is also Known as drag and drop fill 
in the blanks. Each blank will carry 1 mark. 
 
 
 
 
Multiple choice, choose single answer: 
 
 
What is Multiple choice, choose single answer? 
 
A paragraph will be given on the left side of the monitor. 
On the right-hand side, a question with multiple options 
will be there. It is the question type where the test taker 
needs to choose only one answer from the options.  
1 mark for one correct answer. 



LISTENING: (45-57 minutes)   
 Summarize spoken text 
 Multiple choice, multiple answer 
 Fill in the blanks 
 Highlight correct summary 
 Multiple choice, choose single answer 
 Select missing word 
 Highlight incorrect words 
 Write from Dictation 
 
Summarize spoken text: 
 
What is summarize spoken text? 
Here, almost 60-90 seconds long lecture will be provided. 
After listening to the lecture, the test taker needs to      
summarize that lecture within 10 minutes, and in-between 
50-70 words. Spellings and structures are necessary. It is 
almost like re-tell lecture. The only difference is the test 
taker needs to write the summary here in summarize     
spoken. The marks will be allocated to listening and writing 

Listening 



 
 
 
Multiple choice, choose multiple answer: 
 
What is multiple choice, choose multiple answer? 
 
Unlike the reading’s “multiple choice, multiple answer”, 
the test taker won't get the paragraphs to read. Rather, 
an audio clip will be played. After hearing that audio 
clip, the test taker can choose more than one answers 
from the options given on the screen. Question will also 
be there on the screen. However, there will be negative 
marking. So, be careful. 
 
 
 
Fill in the blanks: 
 
What is fill in the blanks? 
 
Here, a paragraph will be displayed on the computer's 
screen with some blanks in-between, and that same   
paragraph gets played on the head-set. Now, the test 
taker needs to keep their eyes continuously on the 
screen while their ears must be open to the audio. By 
this way, they can fill the missing blanks accordingly. The 
marks will be allocated to listening and writing. 
 



 
 
 
Highlight Correct Summary: 
 
What is highlight correct summary? 
 
Here, an audio clip will be played. Meanwhile, 3-4       
options will also be provided on the computer screen. 
The test taker needs to choose one option (summary) 
over other. The marks will be distributed to listening and 
reading. 
 
 
 
Multiple choice, choose single answer: 
 
What is multiple choice, single answer? 
 
Unlike the reading’s “multiple choice, single answer”, 
the test taker won't get the paragraphs to read. Rather, 
an audio clip will be played. After hearing that audio 
clip, the test taker shall choose only one answer from 
the options given on the screen. Question will also be 
there on the screen. 
 



Select missing word: 
 
What is select missing word? 
 
Here, an audio clip will be played. And, at the end of the 
audio clip, a word will be replaced by a beep sound. The 
options will be there on the screen. The test takers need 
to choose the correct option. 
 
Highlight incorrect words: 
 
What is highlight incorrect words? 
 
Just like listening fill in the blanks, a paragraph will be 
displayed on the screen, and that same paragraph gets 
played on our head set as well. But, instead of some 
blanks, there will be some words which they are going 
to mispronounce. The test taker needs to find those 
miss-pronounced words and highlight them. However, 
there will be negative marking. So, needs to be extra 
careful. The marks will be distributed over listening and 
reading. 
 
Write from Dictation: 
 
What is write from dictation? 
 
It is the last question of the PTE. A sentence will be 
played on the head-set. The test taker needs to write 
down that sentence. The obtained marks will be          
dispersed over listening and writing. 



How the integrated PTE item type points are marked? 

Listening Section 

Speaking Section 



How the General PTE item type points are marked? 

Listening Section 

Speaking Section 
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